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Golden Family Center Society Bylaws 

 

Part 1 - Definitions 

1.1 The name of the Society is the Golden Family Center Society. Whenever the expression “Society” is 

used within these Bylaws it shall refer to the Golden Family Center Society. 

1.2 In these Bylaws, 

1.2.1 “Act” means the Societies Act of British Columbia as amended from time to time; 

1.2.2 “Board” means the Directors of the Society; 

1.2.3 “Bylaws” means these Bylaws as altered from time to time. 

1.3 The definitions in the Act apply to these Bylaws. 

1.4 If there is a conflict between these Bylaws and the Act or the regulations under the Act, the Act or 

the regulations, as the case may be, prevail. 

Part 2 - Membership 

2.1 A person wishing to apply for membership in the Society may present a request in verbal or 

written form to an individual Director or staff member at any time, and the person becomes a 

member on the Board’s acceptance of the application. Membership needs to be renewed 

annually. 

2.2 The Society offers two types of membership:  

2.2.1 General Voting Members may attend all general meetings of the Society, speak to any 

question, and have one vote each. General Voting Members usually play an active role in 

the Society and they shall be eligible for office.  

2.2.2 Supporting Members may attend all general meetings of the Society and speak to any 

question. Supporting Members support the Society’s mission in our community. 

2.2.3 Both General Voting members and Supporting members shall be entitled to examine the 

records and books of the Society. 

2.3 Membership in the Society shall be signified by the purchasing of a membership. 

2.3.1 Fees for a General Voting Membership shall be $15.00 annually or a minimum amount 

a person can afford. 

2.3.2 Fees for a Supporting Membership shall be $10.00 annually or a minimum amount a 

person can afford. 

2.3.3 A member is not in good standing if the member has failed to pay their annual 

membership fee during the month the AGM is held and at the latest on the day of the 

AGM. 
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2.3.4 A General Voting Member who is not in good standing may not vote at a general 

meeting. 

2.4 All members must uphold the Constitution of the Society and all members must comply with these 

Bylaws. A member is not in good standing if the member fails to do so. 

2.5 The Directors shall have power, by majority vote, to revoke membership of a member who, in the 

opinion of the Board of Directors, is no longer in good standing with the Society. The Board shall 

first give to such person the right to appear before the Board and be heard. Should the Board not 

approve expulsion by a majority vote, the matter shall not be entered in the minutes of that 

meeting. 

2.6 A member may withdraw from the Society at any time, forfeiting any claim to any fees paid.  A 

member may withdraw by notifying the Board or the Society in writing. 

Part 3 - General Meetings of Members 

3.1 An Annual General Meeting of the Society must be held in each calendar year. 

3.2 A notice of any general meeting must be given to all members of the Society, either personally or 

by mail or email or other electronic means, at least fourteen days prior to the date of the meeting. 

3.3 At a general meeting, the following business is ordinary business: 

3.3.1 Consideration of any financial statements of the Society presented to the meeting; 

3.3.2 Consideration of the reports, if any, of the Directors or auditor; 

3.3.3 Election or appointment of Directors; 

3.3.4 Appointment of an auditor, if any; 

3.3.5 Business arising out of a report of the Directors not requiring the passing of a special 

resolution. 

3.4 A notice of a general meeting must state the nature of any business, other than ordinary business, 

to be transacted at the meeting in sufficient detail to permit a member receiving the notice to 

form a reasoned judgment concerning that business. 

3.5 At a general meeting, voting must be by a show of hands, an oral vote or another method that 

adequately discloses the intention of the voting members, except that if, before or after such a 

vote, two or more voting members request a secret ballot or a secret ballot is directed by the 

Chair of the meeting, voting must be by a secret ballot. 

3.6 No proxy voting shall be permitted at any meeting of the Society. 

3.7 A matter to be decided at a general meeting must be decided by ordinary resolution unless the 

matter is required by the Act or these Bylaws to be decided by special resolution or by another 

resolution having a higher voting threshold than the threshold for an ordinary resolution. 

3.8 The Constitution and Bylaws of the Society may only be altered by a special resolution, affirmed by 

a 2/3 majority of members present at a general meeting. 

Part 4 - Board of Directors 

4.1 At each Annual General Meeting, the voting members entitled to vote for the election or 

appointment of Directors must elect or appoint the Board of Directors for the Society. 
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4.2 Staff members may choose to become a Society member, but cannot be elected or appointed as 

Director. 

4.3 The Board of Directors has the power to pass motions to enact the purposes of the Society, as set 

out in the Constitution. 

4.4 The Board of Directors oversees all financial operations of the Society, ensures that financial 

requirements are complied with, and that proper records of account are maintained. 

4.5 The Board of Directors for the Society must have no fewer than three and no more than nine 

Directors. 

4.6 The term of office for a Director shall be two years, with a maximum of three consecutive terms. 

4.7 The Board may, at any time, appoint a member as a Director to fill a vacancy that arises on the 

Board as a result of the resignation, death or incapacity of a Director until the next Annual General 

Meeting. 

4.8 Directors shall serve on the Board voluntarily, and shall receive no remuneration for their Board 

services. 

Part 5 - Directors’ Meetings 

5.1 A Directors’ meeting may be called by the Chair or by any two other Directors. 

5.2 At least seven days’ notice of a Directors’ meeting must be given, unless all the Directors agree to 

a shorter notice period. 

5.3 The Directors may regulate their meetings and proceedings as they think fit. 

5.4 The quorum for the transaction of business at a Directors’ meeting is a majority of the Directors. 

5.5 Where a Directors' meeting cannot be held, matters can be authorized by a Directors' resolution 

that is affirmed by all the Directors via mail, or via email or other electronic means.  Such 

resolutions will be included in the Board minutes of the next Directors' meeting. 

5.6 Any in-camera decision of the Board of Directors is confidential and will not be recorded in the 

meeting minutes.  

5.7 The Directors may, by majority vote, remove a Director, before the expiration of their term of 

office, and may appoint a successor to hold office until the next Annual General Meeting. 

Part 6 - Board Positions 

6.1 At the first Board meeting following the Annual General meeting, Directors must be elected or 

appointed to the following Board positions for a one-year, renewable, term and a Director, other 

than the Chair, may hold more than one position: 

● Chair; 

● Vice-Chair; 

● Secretary; 

● Treasurer. 

6.2 Directors who are elected or appointed to positions on the Board in addition to the positions 

described in these Bylaws are elected or appointed as Directors at large. 

6.3 The Chair is responsible for: 
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6.3.1 Supervising the other Directors in the execution of their duties. 

6.3.2 Chairing meetings and facilitating adequate discussion towards decision making. 

6.3.3 Providing leadership in long and short-term planning, and keeping the Board's activities 

focused on the Society’s mission. 

6.3.4 Working closely with other members of the Board and ensuring that Directors follow 

and implement Board policies. 

6.3.5 Appointing Committee Chairs as required. 

6.3.6 Representing the Society in public and promoting the Society's purpose in the 

community and to the media. S/he may, on occasion, delegate this responsibility while 

still retaining responsibility for the message. 

6.3.7 Preparing a report for the Annual General Meeting. 

6.3.8 Acting as a signing officer for cheques and other documents, such as contracts and 

grant applications. 

6.3.9 Orienting new Directors to the Board. 

6.3.10 Orienting the new Chair. 

 

6.4 The Vice-Chair is responsible for: 

6.4.1 Carrying out the duties of the Chair if the Chair is unable to act. 

6.4.2 Acting as a resource to all established committees. 

6.4.3 Acting as a signing officer for cheques and other documents. 

6.4.4 Orienting the new Vice-Chair. 

 

6.5 The Secretary is responsible for doing, or making the necessary arrangements for, the following: 

6.5.1 Ensuring that proper notice is given to all Directors regarding all regular and special 

meetings of the Board in accordance with the provisions of the Bylaws. 

6.5.2 Ensuring that the minutes of all Board meetings are recorded. 

6.5.3 Ensuring that the minutes of each Board meeting are distributed to all Directors within 

two weeks following the meeting. 

6.5.4 Reviewing the maintenance and safe storage of all Board meeting minutes, other 

records of the Society, including the Society’s Certificate of Incorporation, annual 

registration under the Societies Act, and insurance documents for the Society. 

6.5.5 Reviewing the list of all Directors’ current mailing addresses and phone numbers and 

ensuring that Directors have access to such a list. 

6.5.6 Reviewing the Society membership list. 

6.5.7 Acting as a signing officer for cheques and other documents. 

6.5.8 Orienting the new Secretary. 

 

6.6 The Treasurer is responsible for doing, or making the necessary arrangements for, the following: 

6.6.1 Reviewing the keeping of proper records of all financial dealings. 

6.6.2 Reviewing monthly financial statements and reviewing documents required for an 

annual audit. 



 

Golden Family Center Society Bylaws 2018  Page 5 of 5 

 

6.6.3 Providing the Board with advice on the Society’s finances to ensure solvency and 

continuity. 

6.6.4 Working with the Board in the planning and implementation of the Society’s annual 

budgeting process. 

6.6.5 Acting as a signing officer, ideally one of the two signers on all cheques.  

6.6.6 Orienting the new Treasurer. 

Part 7 - Borrowing Powers 

7.1 After an affirmative vote with a 3/4 majority of the Board of Directors, the Board may raise or 

borrow money for the purpose of the Society either at one time or from time to time, and at such 

a rate of interest and in such a manner and form, and upon such security as shall be specified in 

such resolution; and for this purpose may mortgage, pledge and charge all or any part of the 

property of the Society held or hereafter to be acquired. However, no debenture shall be issued 

without authorization of a special resolution. 

Part 8 - Conflict of Interest 

8.1 Conflict of Interest is a situation in which Directors, either for themselves or for other person(s), 

attempt to promote a private or personal interest which results in, or appears to result in, an 

interference of their Board duties and/or a gain or an advantage by virtue of their positions on the 

Board. Directors are expected to be aware of and declare such conflict of interest situations. 

Part 9 - Purpose of Gain 

9.1 The Society must not have, as one of its purposes, the carrying on of a business for profit or gain, 

but may carry on a business to advance or support the purposes of the Society. 

Part 10 - Disposal of Assets upon Dissolution 

10.1 In the event of winding up or dissolution of the Golden Family Center Society, any funds or assets 

of the Society remaining after the satisfaction of its debts and liabilities, shall be given to or 

transferred to an organization or organizations promoting purposes similar to those of the Golden 

Family Center, as may be determined by the members of the Society at the time of the winding up 

or dissolution. If effect cannot be given to the aforesaid provisions, then such funds shall be given 

or transferred to other organizations, provided that such organizations referred to shall be a 

charitable organization, a charitable corporation, or a charitable trust. 


